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Redefining Digital Leninism

Eco HAMERSMA

This paper is a synopsis on a presentation critically examining the concept of
Digital Leninism, initially introduced by Sebastian Heilmann in 2016 to describe
China’s use of advanced digital technologies for governance within an authoritarian
framework. Heilmann’s formulation ties the concept closely to the Chinese
Communist Party (CCP) under chairman Xi Jinping, emphasizing surveillance,
algorithmic governance, and specific policies such as social credit systems. While
this framing has been influential in academic and policy circles, Heilmann’s original
paper lacks substantive ideological grounding.

Reassessing Digital Leninism, the arguments put forth in the presentation
universalized the term by rooting it in Vladimir Lenin’s ideological framework,
emphasizing class consciousness and the role of a vanguard party. It interprets
Digital Leninism as a policy framework where technology aids the CCP in
maintaining control over a population with what Marx dubbed ‘false consciousness,’
bridging traditional Marxist-Leninist governance with modern digital tools. This
redefinition can therefore be applied as the internal logic of the CCP to enact
digital governance policies.

Exploring how these technologies—using the example of the Social Credit
System—extend traditional governance mechanisms to cyberspace. Specifically,
how such systems employ feedback loops (coercive and cooperative) to regulate
behaviour and ensure compliance, aligning with Leninist principles of suppressing
counter-revolutionary forces while guiding society toward class consciousness. This
reconceptualization situates Digital Leninism as a globally relevant phenomenon
rather than a China-specific model. While highlighting the implications of China’s
digital policies for global norms concerning privacy, human rights, and governance.
Cautioning against the proliferation of similar authoritarian digital frameworks
elsewhere.

By grounding Digital Leninism in a theoretical, rather than solely geographical,
context, we can create a refined understanding at the intersections of technology,
ideology, and governance, encouraging further exploration of its implications in
diverse political environments.
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“Religious Populism in Pakistan: A Case Study of Imran
Khan’s Electoral Campaigns in 2013 and 2018~

Nehal KHAN

On 24th November 2024, I attended the 15th Global Studies (GS) Conference held
by Dishisha University. This conference allowed me to share the findings of my
article entitled “Religious Populism in Pakistan: A Case Study of Imran Khan's
Electoral Campaigns in 2013 and 2018”. In this conference, I presented the case
study of Imran Khan, the 19th Prime Minister of Pakistan, particularly through
campaign strategies focusing on how he utilized religious populism in his electoral
campaigns during the 2013 and 2018 National Elections to mobilize voters. I first
explored the historical trajectory of Pakistan and how religion has been ingrained
in the core identity of Pakistan's political formation. I also looked at the history of
populism in Pakistan. I further examined how religious populism emerged in the
Muslim-majority states after the post-Arab-Spring era.

The core aspect of my presentation was to highlight how Imran Khan exposed
the corruption of the previous governments and fought against the corrupt elite,
presenting himself as the “guardian” of pure people, against the “corrupt elites.”
Within his populist rhetoric, he incorporated religious populism by utilizing Islam
as a framework for creating a pure society that would run on Islamic principles.
He modeled his vision of the New Pakistan on the framework of the Holy City of
Medina (Saudi Arabia), where the prophet Mohammad governed as the last
prophet of the Muslim world. This resonated well with the voters and resulted in
him winning a massive victory in the 2018 national elections. This presentation
provided me an opportunity to engage with experts in the fields, where I received
insightful comments and suggestions for further refining my research. These
discussions have been quite valuable as I continue to develop this topic for future
studies. Overall, the presentation provided me with a great platform, and I was
honored with the GS Global Association Best Presentation Award, which further
motivated me to pursue my academic goals.
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Private-Public Partnership (PPP) as a Mechanism to
Strengthen Nation State Cyber Defence: Stakeholders
Motivations and Risks

Maksym YAROSHENKO

This presentation is part of the broader research project on public-private
partnerships and their role in nation-state cyber defence capability build-up. The
author examined the case study of Ukraine before and during the Russian invasion
of 2022. The lessons learned from Ukraine are widely discussed and studied by the
cybersecurity community and policymakers and often are the topic of presentations
in various thematic conferences across the globe. Fieldwork was conducted in the
EU in the summer of 2024 to gather primary data.

This presentation focused on two aspects: how cooperation between the public
and private sectors has been institutionalised and what motivated the main
stakeholders in mitigating the associated risks. First, key definitions and the
significance of Ukraine’s case were discussed. This was followed by the
introduction of four main mechanisms that emerged, facilitating a departure from
the ad hoc approach. Assistance has continued up to the present, and future studies
of these mechanisms could help replicate the experience of defending Ukraine’s
cyberspace. The main part of the presentation highlighted risks such as outsourcing
national security to private companies in a third country, operational disruptions,
geopolitical risks, resource strain, becoming a legitimate target for an adversarial
state, and spillover effects on other clients. Motivations included moral and ethical
responsibility, support for global security, fostering long-term relationships that
create new business opportunities, and enhancing bargaining power with home
country regulators. The question and answer session provided an opportunity to
present the latest, often complex, issues in cybersecurity to a general audience,
thereby allowing an understanding of their reception. Moreover, the feedback
enhanced the research and helped establish a clear, achievable goal for future
studies.
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